South Platte Valley Historical Society
Collections Policy

Purpose 
The South Platte Valley Historical Society (SPVHS) is dedicated to the acquisition, preservation, interpretations and exhibition of information and materials primarily deriving from or relevant to the social and natural history of the South Platte Valley of Colorado.  Any and all collections are used for exhibition, research and other educational purposes.

 Accessions 
The SPVHS will only collect those objects of the above nature that it is able to care for and use. The SPVHS cannot engage in indiscriminate acquisition.  Accessions for the collection must be the best available at the time, fill a recognized deficiency or upgrade existing collections and be adequately documented.
The curator may determine that an object meets these criteria and may recommend to the SPVHS Board how the object can be used, displayed, and/or temporarily stored. 
Gifts are considered outright and unrestricted donations to be used in the best interest of the SPVHS.  Donors must declare in writing that they have full ownership of item(s) donated and have complete authority to make stated donation.
Because the SPVHS periodically changes exhibits, no object can be considered on or for permanent exhibit. Accessioned objects may be used for exhibition, study, research, loan, examination or de-accession.
Collections shall be available to the public in such a manner that their integrity and well-being will be best preserved.  The care and safety of collections shall be the direct responsibility of SPVHS.
Donations to the SPVHS are tax deductible but the SPVHS shall not appraise donations for tax purposes.  Nor shall the SPVHS appraise items as a service for visitors or donors.  For the protection of the donor, it is recommended that appraisals be accomplished by a disinterested party before the item is conveyed to the SPVHS.

De-accessions
Objects which do not contribute to the purpose and goals of the SPVHS are liabilities and subject to removal from the collections. In order to improve existing collections, make maximum use of available space and best serve the public interest, the curator may propose that an object be removed from the collection.  Possible examples are, duplicates, irrelevant or badly deteriorated items. 
SPVHS ownership must be established before said item may be de-accessioned. De-accessioned items may be sold, donated or traded to other museums, educational institutions, or other interested parties.  
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